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From the point of view of history, this thesis mainly discusses the development 
of the commodity market of Taiwan in Qing dynasty of China. During Qing 
dynasty, the consolidation of the mainland and Taiwan greatly boosted the 
economic development in Taiwan unprecedentedly. The raised productivity, 
increased population, expansion of cultivated land, prosperity of commodity 
economy, and other many factors effectively facilitated the formation and 
development of commodity market network in Taiwan. The smooth 
development of commerce boosted the development and prosperity of regional 
economy; and the development of economy further drove the flourish of 
commercial towns and their expansions in size. Each economic region had its 
own center, which was composed of several towns in different size. Town and 
town constituted an economic power in space and promoted the development of 
regional economy. Over a long period of commercial activity, the south, central, 
and north of the island established their own regional commodity distribution 
centers respectively. These distribution centers had close business with other 
markets within the region and drove the regional markets to build up a 
commodity market network of the whole island, which greatly improved the 
prosperity of market. 
 
This thesis consists of three chapters, besides the preface and conclusion. The 
first chapter discussed the fundamental conditions for the formation of 
commodity market network in Taiwan. The discussion in this chapter mainly 
involves three topics: expansion of cultivated land, formation of transportation 
network in island, and development of commodity economy. From the angle of 













regional commercial centers in the south, central, and north of island. The third 
chapter tries to explore structure of commodity market in island and tentatively 
put forward a proposal to classify the commodity markets in Taiwan into three 
tiers: circulation pivot market, mid-level market, and local small market.  
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